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to meet the defiant magistrates. There Nicolls
joined them in May.

The Massachusetts mission was hopeless from
the beginning. The magistrates and general
court would not admit the right of the commis-
sioners to interfere in any way with governmental
procedure or with the course of justice; and stand-
ing with absolute firmness on the powers granted
by the charter and pointing to the recent renewal
by the King as a full confirmation of all their
privileges, they denied the validity of the royal
mission and refused to discuss the question of
jurisdiction. The commissioners said very plainly
that Massachusetts had not administered the
oath of allegiance or permitted the use of the Book
of Common Prayer, as she had promised to do, and,
as for the new franchise law, they did not under-
stand it themselves and did not believe it would
meet the royal requirements. To none of these
points did the magistrates make any sufficient
reply, but, feeling convinced that safety lay in
avoiding decisions, they preferred rather to leave
the matter ambiguous than to attempt any clear-
ing up of the points at issue.

But when the commissioners took up the ques-
tion of appeals and announced their determina-